Listening comprehension

London and the River Thames

Only 338 kilometres long, the River Thames is not the longest river in the UK, but is the most famous and important. Nearly 2,000 years ago, the Romans built a small town called Londonium next to the Thames which grew into what is now London. The river helped to make London one of the world's major ports, even though it is 50 kilometers from the sea.

For more than a thousand years, trading ships sailed up the Thames to London. The huge London docks built in the 1800s have now been replaced by newer ones at Tilbury, further downstream, but the lower part of the Thames is still one of the world's most important commercial waterways.

Visitors to London can enjoy sightseeing cruises along the Thames, past some of the city's most famous landmarks, such as Big Ben and Tower Bridge. Some cruises go down as far as the Thames Barrier, built to protect London from flooding by the tide. (The level of the Thames rises and falls 7 metres with the tide in the North Sea.)

London and the Thames have been part of the lives and works of great writers and poets throughout England's history. For instance, William Shakespeare's Globe theatre stood on the bank of the Thames, while many of Charles Dickens' great novels are about the city and the river which runs through its heart.

