Task 3  - Reading comprehension

Read these accounts of traumatic situations and decide which real life traumas they are describing from the trauma list A-G. Write the correct letter on the line. 

TRAUMA LIST

A  Going over Niagara Falls in a barrel

B  Parachute failure

C  Being struck by lightning

D  A plane crash 

E  A shark attack 

F  A tornado 

G  An avalanche 

	1
	‘I heard this loud noise like a garage door slamming and it was completely dark. Then all of a sudden I could see these white things out of my left eye. I heard the crunching … but it didn’t hurt. When I saw the water it was three feet below. I tried to pull my head out. It all lasted about eight to twelve seconds. They took me to hospital in a helicopter. I had 40 stitches in the front of my head and 30 in the back.’ 

Rodney Orr is describing  _______ 



	2
	‘People began to scream. My body was thrown against the window… I shook, I cried  and I cursed. I wanted to live, and I wanted to die quickly. I looked at the ground as it reached up for us. The sound of metal twisting and tearing ripped through my head. We slid like a car out of control on the ice. I opened my eyes to find the sun shining on my face. There was nothing in front of me. I jumped to the ground unharmed but more than 30 people died.’ 

Ellen Hassman is describing __________ 



	3
	‘It takes 2.3 seconds… As I went over I didn’t smell a thing, didn’t hear a thing… Hitting the bottom is like getting your car up to 85 mph and crashing it into the biggest tree possible. My mouth hurt most. The scariest part was the weight of the water. Once we hit the bottom, water started coming in like crazy. We got pushed underneath for ten or fifteen seconds. What we did was illegal. We made it, though’                                                                                                         Geoffrey Petkovich is describing __________ 



	4
	‘First a sheet of rain spread against the side of the trailer like machine-gun fire. I could hear trees snapping and debris shooting through the trailer. The roof metal began ripping off. Just as I felt the entire trailer lift off the ground and begin to rotate I blacked out. I woke up 20 minutes later face down outside the house. The evening was completely quiet: no cars, no insect noises. I had gone through the wall, been thrown 30 feet up into a tree and dropped to the ground. Surgeons pinned, strapped and sewed me back together.’  

John Neldigch is describing __________ 

	5
	‘There was no warning. All of a sudden I was rolled up in a ball. Then it was over and I was buried. It was totally dark. My mouth was packed with snow. It was hard to breathe. I didn’t know which direction was up. I was screaming. I was out of my mind. When I cried I realised I the tears were running up towards my hair so I knew I was upside down. I started digging and continued for 22 hours. It was another 14 hours before the rescuers found me. The whole experience made me a better person.’ Lester Morlang is describing __________ 



	6
	‘We were standing there, talking… That’s about the last thing I remember. I was absolutely frozen, just as cold as I had ever been in my entire life, but then part of me was incredible hot, too. I saw these red flashing lights, and I kept thinking, “It’s a fire truck!” Then there was the most incredible noise I’d ever heard… I felt as if  I had been crashed between two trucks. Every bit of my body was in absolute pain… My hair hurt. My eyelashes hurt. I had a wound in my head. Now I have a hard time with math – addition and subtraction.’  

Max Dearing is describing __________ 



	7
	‘I was being whipped in a circle, like a washing machine at full speed. In less than a second I was lifted almost horizontal, parallel to the ground, and moving in a circle at more than 100 mph. My body was rotating like a helicopter blade. The blood was rushing from my head and I couldn’t move my arms. I knew I was going to pass out in a few seconds. Finally I caught the cord in my fingertips and the secondary opened. I had the worst headache any human has ever experienced. Most people on the ground never realised I was in trouble.’

Ray Maynard is describing __________  


                                                                                       7 points/Points gained __________   

Task 4 – Complete each sentence with a group word from the box .You will not need all the words. There is an example at the beginning.

	audience   cast   crew   crowd   group   queue   society   staff   team   trio


Example:  A small group of us went on a trip to Rome last summer.

1  The head teacher thanked the __________________________ for working so hard.

2  There was a long  _________________________ of people waiting in the post office.

3  A huge _________________________  assembled outside the president’s palace.

4  When the music stopped, the ________________________ applauded for ten minutes. 

5  When the play ended all the _________________________ came on stage and took a 

    bow. 

6  The members of the _________________________ play the violin, the piano and the

    cello. 

                                                                                      6 points/Points gained _________

Task 5 -  Read the text and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space. Write the correct letter in the gap. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

                                                      ZOOS 

Many people remember being (0) A  to the zoo as a child. They remember especially the excitement of (1) ______  seeing animals for the first (2) ______, when before they had only read about them in books or seen them on television. However, there is (3) ______ discussion today about the future of the zoos and what their role should be.

Supporters of zoos claim that they have an educational (4) ______ and represent a good way for people of (5) ______ ages to learn more about the natural world. Also, zoos provide (6) ______ for important research and frequently (7) _______ scientists to help save those animals which are becoming (8) ______  rare in the wild.

Opponents, however, criticize zoos for a number of reasons. Firstly, they say that it is cruel to keep animals in cages. Even in the best zoos, animals may (9) ______ because the places in which they have to live are both restricted and (10) ______.
	0
	A  taken
	B  brought
	C  shown
	D  visited

	1
	A  actually
	B  genuinely
	C  positively
	D  truly

	2
	A  moment
	B  event
	C  occasion
	D  time

	3
	A  deep
	B  considerable
	C  large
	D  important

	4
	A  activity
	B  function 
	C  situation
	D  occupation

	5
	A  several
	B  both 
	C  all
	D  every

	6
	A  ways
	B  reasons
	C  methods
	D  opportunities

	7
	A  make
	B  arrange
	C  allow
	D  let

	8
	A  completely
	B  increasingly
	C  totally
	D  greatly

	9
	A  suffer
	B  injure
	C  fail
	D  hurt

	10
	A  designed
	B manufactured
	C artificial
	D false 


                                                                                        10 points/Points gained_________

Task 6 – Complete the word underlined in each sentence with a prefix or suffix from the list. You will not need all the suffixes or prefixes. There is an example (0) at the beginning.

	-age   dis-  -ful   im-   un-  -y   -ness   -ly   mis-


	0
	I found  most of the maths questions possible
	impossible

	1
	I suppose Paul might help us, but it seems likely.
	__________________

	2
	I’m writing to thank you for the kind you showed me.
	__________________

	3
	Fred can’t fill his pool because there’s a water short.
	__________________

	4
	I like winter sports so I never go skiing.
	__________________

	5
	Thanks for your notes. They were really use.
	__________________

	6
	Ian has taken up photograph as a hobby.
	__________________


                                                                                      6 points/Points gained __________ 

Task 7 – Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between four and five words, including the word given. There is an example at the beginning. 

Example:

	0
	Luisa was the only one who didn’t enjoy the film.

apart 

Everybody enjoyed the film apart from Luisa.



	1
	They’re going to demolish that old power station.

pulled

That old power station __________________________________________ down.



	2
	My sister began to learn Russian five years ago.

learning 

My sister __________________________________________ for five years. 



	3
	My watch was so badly damaged that it wasn’t worth keeping.

point

My watch was so badly damaged that  _____________________________________ keeping it.



	4
	It was unfair that the gymnast was given such low marks.

deserve

The gymnast ____________________________________ be given such low marks. 



	5
	This bottle is completely empty.

 left  

 There’s __________________________________________ bottle.




                                                                                 5 points/Points gained _________   

Task 8 – Complete this news report about a storm with an appropriate tense of the verbs given in the box. Decide whether active or passive forms are needed. 

	bring   flood   block   cause   do   receive   reach   rescue   sweep


Millions of pounds’ worth damage (1) ________________________________ by a storm which (2) ________________________________ across the north of England last night. The river Ribble  (3) ________________________________ after heavy rain. Many people (4) ________________________________ from the floods by fire-fighters, who (5) ________________________________ hundreds of calls. Wind speeds (6) ________________________________ ninety miles an hour in some places. Roads (7) ________________________________ by fallen trees, and electricity lines (8) ________________________________ down, leaving thousands of homes without electricity. “At the moment everyone (9) ________________________________ everything possible to get things back to normal”, a spokesman said.

                                                                                       9 points/Points gained __________ 

Task 9 – What would you say in these situations? Write sentences with a question tag. Use the word in brackets. There is an example at the beginning.

Example: You want to look at a newspaper. Emma might have one, so ask her. (haven’t) 

                  You haven’t got a newspaper, have you? 

 1  Suggest to Vicky that you both listen to some music. (Let’s)

      _____________________________________________________________________

2  Warn David not to do anything silly. (Don’t)

      _____________________________________________________________________
                                                                              4  points/Points gained ___________ 

Task 10 – Rewrite each sentence in reported speech, beginning as shown. 

1 “What does it mean?”

Do you know _____________________________________________________?

2 “No, I won’t open the door.” 

She refused _______________________________________________________. 

3 “Is there a public phone in the building?”

Do you know _____________________________________________________?


4 “Laura! Don’t touch the electric wires!”

Trevor warned Laura  _______________________________________________. 

5 “The earth is getting warmer”

All the experts say __________________________________________________.

                                                                                      5  points/Points gained __________  
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