WORKSHOP POOL

2007./2008.

1) Snježana Pavić: Motivating materials and strategies

      Kontakt: snjezana.pavic@sk.t-com.hr
This workshop will focus on: 

1. How to choose, tell and read stories aloud. I will show two  sequences of activities which we can  do with a story. (Cinderella ; Green Eggs and Ham)

2. Where and how to find topics that our pupils want to read about;  what resources may spark interest in classes; how to integrate magazines into reading, grammar, singing, culture.

3. Examples of integrating comics which can be a valuable source of vocabulary (A Calvin and Hobbes Collection)

2) Filomena Horvatić: Grammar – let's make it simple and interesting 

                                       (inspired by real life)
      Kontakt: filomena.horvatic@hi.htnet.hr
When teaching grammar,  teachers should implant familiar concepts, people and everyday situations into lessons and exercises to make it more interesting and life-like. This way we avoid the danger of making grammar something apart from language as it is often perceived in pupils’ minds. We can achieve it by using some very simple activities. It is also very important to introduce grammar in a way that pupils gradually come to conclusions by themselves, not telling them rules in advance. In that way you make lessons more interesting and challenging. Pupils participate actively because they are involved into lessons and not just passive listeners. It is also important to use simple and interesting activities with familiar contents, characters and situations (inspired by books, films, cartoons, different media...). This approach also gives pupils enough place to contribute with their own examples and widen their general culture. 

Accordingly, we can assess pupils' knowledge using some unconventional and interesting methods of written examinaton (puzzles, crosswords, comics...), which will be presented in the workshop. In the suggested activities teachers do not tell pupils the titles of grammar lessons or structures in advance. Vice versa, they lead pupils through different activities which enable them to tell their teachers what it is all about. 

3) Ivana Turković, 1.OŠ Bjelovar, Bjelovar: 
      Kontakt: ivana.turkovic@bj.t-com.hr   ili  098/1830616

a) Akcijska istraživanja u nastavi  engleskog jezika

Razvoj modernih tehnologija danas omogućuje osmišljavanje nastave stranog jezika u kojoj učenici aktivnije koriste svoje jezične vještine upotrebljavajući različite medije u svakodnevnom učenju.

U 1. osnovnoj školi Bjelovar tijekom nastavnih godina 2005./2006. i 2006./2007. provedeno je akcijsko istraživanje. Očekivalo se da će uporaba različitih medija pružati nove mogućnosti individualiziranog učenja, poticati učenike na samostalno istraživanje i usvajanje znanja te povećati intrinzičnu motivaciju za učenjem engleskog jezika, što je i potvrđeno.
U nastavnoj godini 2005./2006. u istraživanju su sudjelovali učenici četvrtih razreda koji su imali dodatnu nastavu engleskog jezika, a 2006./2007. učenici osmih razreda. Osim nastave u učionici, s učenicima se organiziralo i učenje na daljinu putem računala (e-Learning) i mobitela (m-Learning). Dobivali su zadatke za samostalan rad poslane e-mailom i SMS porukama. Slali su povratnu informaciju učiteljici i na taj način sakupljali bodove. Zadaci su bili vezani uz programske sadržaje koje su usvajali tijekom redovne i dodatne nastave u učionici. Trebali su posjetiti određene web stranice prilagođene njihovom uzrastu, doći do određenih informacija, zabavnih sadržaja i materijala, istražiti nešto i prezentirati. Učenici osmih razreda radili su osim postera i prezentacije u Power Pointu. Istaknuli su da su u učionici stranog jezika računalo i projektor izrazito potrebni i svrhoviti jer su njihovom uporabom prezentirali svoj rad.

U anketnom upitniku kojim su procjenjivali vrijednosti elektronske komunikacije s učiteljicom engleskog jezika, učenici četvrtih razreda su izrazili da je na prvom mjestu stvaranje pozitivnog stava prema računalima i njihovoj uporabi te da im je zabavnije učiti na taj način. Učenici osmih razreda izrazili su da je elektronska komunikacija poticaj za nastavak učenja te da bi željeli napraviti blog na engleskom jeziku.

Zaključuje se da računala, Internet i mobilne telefone ne treba podređivati razredno-predmetno-satnom didaktičkom sustavu jer brojne mogućnosti medija nadilaze ograničenja spomenutog sustava. Primjena multimedija znatno olakšava učenje i poučavanje u klasičnoj učionici, ali i učenje na daljinu gdje je izrazito važna dvosmjerna komunikacija i povratna informacija. Na učiteljima je da otkrivaju nove mogućnosti uporabe multimedija u svakodnevnom poučavanju posebice sada kada se uči i poučava u ozračju HNOS-a.

b)  Projektna nastava u ozračju HNOS-a

Projektnom nastavom potičemo učenike da postojeće znanje operacionaliziraju, primjene i iskoriste u stvarnom životu i na taj ga način trajno zapamte te razvijamo potrebne vještine (planiranje, organiziranje vremena, poslova, zaduženja, kreativno mišljenje za rješavanje problema, kritičko mišljenje, vrjednovanje i odlučivanje, timski rad...).

U 1. osnovnoj školi Bjelovar u travnju 2007. godine učenici osmih razreda imali su projektnu eko nastavu DOLPHINS – DUPINI tijekom jednog tjedna i prezentirali svoj rad posterima, prezentacijama u Power Pointu i objavljenim tekstom u tjedniku „Novi Bjelovarac“. U suodnosu su bili: hrvatski jezik, engleski jezik, biologija i informatika. Učenici su se pripremali za satove u školi, tražili u literaturi, časopisima i na Internetu sadržaje i materijale vezane uz dupine, Jadranski projekt dupin i Plavi svijet - Institut za istraživanje i zaštitu mora. Na nastavnim satovima engleskoga jezika radili su u grupama, čitali i odabirali materijale za izradu prezentacije u Power Pointu i plakata o zadanoj temi pomoću interaktivnog edukativnog CD ROM-a Plavog svijeta kojeg su dobili iz Velog Lošinja jer su sudjelovali u akciji posvojenja dupina. Tijekom ostvarivanja projekta fotografirali su i snimali dokumentarni film. Bili su zadovoljni takvim načinom rada te su nastojali što bolje ostvariti zadane aktivnosti. Učenje pomoću multimedija povećalo je intrinzičnu motivaciju učenika za rad na određenoj temi te znatno olakšalo samostalno učenje. 

U školama se u proteklim godinama isticala važnost učenja informacija, a zanemarivale su se druge za život važne kompetencije (rješavanje problema u životnoj sredini, socijalna komunikacija, izražavanje mišljenja i sl.). Zato didaktičari upozoravaju na nužnost uvažavanja didaktičkih spoznaja o organizaciji učenja i nastave koji će omogućiti pripremanje mladih za život. Medijsko okruženje u kojem odrastaju današnja djeca (PC, Internet, DVD, mobilni telefoni i sl.) traže više negoli prije trideset ili pedeset godina da se temeljito i stalno prati utjecaj tog medijskog okruženja na razvoj i učenje.

Internet, multimedij i PowerPoint treba iskoristiti za obogaćivanje procesa školskog i cjeloživotnog učenja, ali ne treba očekivati da ti mediji riješe sve probleme tradicionalne škole i nastave. U nastavnom procesu trebale bi dominirati raznovrsne iskustvene situacije u kojima su subjekti koji uče aktivniji od učitelja te u kojima su učitelji organizatori i voditelji, a ne predavači i pokazivači. Učenici o svemu što uče trebaju što više razgovarati i timski raditi na određenim projektima.

4) Natalija Flamaceta Magdić: 

      Kontakt: nflamace@inet.hr
a) Revision can be fun 

How to revise grammar structures and vocabulary in an interesting way in pair work and group work? 

Here are some ideas:

I love my love; present simple, possessives, vocabulary (jobs, countries, adjectives, food...)

Maniacal Months Madness - months

Scattergories; vocabulary, parts of speech 

Freeze! Freeze!  - vocabulary

Running Dictation  - spelling, writing 

What did they do? -  past simple 

Comparative Dice - comparison of adjectives 

Grammar Dice; all tenses 

Turn Left at the Modal Verb -  modals 

Tarot Cards; future simple tense

...

b) Holidays

This workshop presents games, activities and Power Point quizes for Xmas, Halloween, Valentine's, St Patrick's Day, Easter and Earth Day.

c) Using songs in the classroom

Songs are a good resource for English Teaching: they are funny, they promote mimics, gestures, etc. associated to the meaning, they are good to introduce suprasegmental phonetics (stress, rhythm and intonation), students play a participative role, they can be applied to comprehension stages (listening) or production (singing), there are songs for all levels and ages, students learn English very easily, through echoic memory. 

If you want to use songs in your class, it is not enough to play a cassette or to say 'Let's sing a song'. We have to introduce activities to promote student's comprehension and acquisition of the rhythm. Furthermore, if we want the students to sing the song, first they have to listen to it many times. How can we do that without the students getting bored? This workshop can help you!

5) Nives Korbar Hmelina: Picture Card Games and Activities

     Kontakt: niveskorbarhmelina@gmail.com
Osim gotovih flash kartica koje dobivamo ili kupujemo, ja u nastavi često koristim i picture cards vlastite izrade. Savršene su prilikom obrade nove grupe vokabulara jer na zabavan i dinamičan način olakšavaju usvajanje i ponavljanje novog vokabulara. Posebno su motivirajuće kad treba usvojiti velik broj riječi iz nekog područja. 

      Tijekom svog rada osmislila sam (i dalje smišljam) niz različitih igara i aktivnosti za korištenje takvih kartica. Uvjerila sam se da na taj način uvijek pridobivam stopostotnu pažnju i aktivnost učenika. Najveće mi je zadovoljstvo vidjeti i one inače slabije i povučenije učenike kako s voljom sudjeluju i daju sve od sebe. 

      Kao što sam spomenula, kartice izrađujem sama, ali trud uložen u njihovu izradu višestruko se isplati. Jednom izrađene kartice kasnije ćete godinama moći koristiti, a ako se u izradi koristite laminatorom one su praktički neuništive. 

6) Marina Todorić and Silvija Hanžić, Matija Gubec Primary School, 
    Zagreb:  Crime Scene Investigation (workshop)

     Kontakt: Ljubica Udina: udina22@gmail.com
This is a presentation of the lesson that took place two years ago in grade 8. It consists of several 'working places' which overlap and function as circular, offering students to communicate with each other. The activities are guided with previously prepared materials. 

Each group of students represents a group of police investigators who follow evidence in order to solve a crime, i.e. they need to discover what happened to a missing person and possibly find her/him. In short, every solved task brings a new piece of evidence and the final solution is a surprise presented to everybody at the same time. 

Authors: Hanžić Silvija, Ivić Iva, Kebet Josipa, Koren Tanja, Lukačević Ivana, Lukačević Martina, Todorić Marina, Župan Mihaela

7) Ljiljana Franješ: Circle games (60 min)

     Kontakt: ljiljana.franjes@bj.t-com.hr   ili  099 214 95 18 (poslije podne)
Circle games are a great way to encourage the whole class to work together. They also provide an often welcome change in working pattern. They are mostly used with young learners, but teenagers will play them as well. 

Circle games can be incorporated into the regular routine of a young learner class.
If students are introduced to the idea of working in a whole group from the beginning of a course it is easier to establish the rules and acceptable behaviour for this type of activity. 
They should be seen by the students as a normal part of the class and clear parameters should be set as to what is and isn't acceptable behaviour when participating in a circle game.

Circle games are any games or activity that involve the whole class, sitting in a circle. Many of the games recycle vocabulary and involve an element of fun. I would like to outline a selection of my favourite circle games that can be used in young learner and adult classes. Some of the ideas were given to me by colleagues or they are classic children's party games which have been adapted to the English language classroom. I do not claim to have invented them all myself! 

The communicative approach encourages teachers to use a lot of pair work and therefore increase 'student talking time'. I believe that for a good group dynamic to prevail there are times when the class should work together as a whole. Circle games are a good opportunity to bring the group together. I tend to use them to start or end a class. They can be used as warmers at the beginning of a class or as a 'filler' at the end, some favorite first-day-of-school activities, energisers, 'getting to know you' topics, variations of familiar activities and activities that work - special times of challenge.  

8) Božica Pregun, OŠ Grabrik, Karlovac: Art and Music in English 
                                                                        Classroom

     Kontakt: bozica@pregun.com
Every now and then we get this annoying feeling that general knowledge of our teenage learners is far below the expected level. This workshop is just one small attempt to improve such a situation.

The knowledge that pupils have acquired in some other school subjects (geography, art, grammar lessons, etc.) is put together in an unforced correlation. The central idea is to encourage pupils to go on with their work after the lesson and find out more information on the subject matter.

The workshop starts with a very simple association game centred around an artist who, although very famous, might be a complete mystery to some of the pupils. The activities that follow are not too demanding either. They challenge pupils to use their imagination and  analytical skills and share the ideas in a friendly and relaxed groupwork atmosphere. In a more advanced class  they might be asked to write a short poem or a guided composition using the previously selected words.

The workshop ends with a song and a powerpoint presentation during which the participants just sit back and enjoy the show and the music.

9) Ante Žderić, OŠ Cvijetno naselje, Zagreb

   Kontakt: vid@net.hr
a)  Evaluation in Upper Primary (Presentation) 

The basic points of this presentation can be seen from the following Top 5 evaluation tips:1 All grades (marks) are equally important, 2 Extra work or projects should take account of students' individual abilities, 3 Ss can be given a monthly grade that is all-inclusive, 4 Hard  (extra) work must be rawarded, 5 The final grade is fair only if it involves all elements and if it is the result of complete work throughout the year.

b)  Gamelike Tenses ( Team workshop)

The four gamelike activities might help you to work on tenses with your students.Teachers always try to find new, fresh ways of practising past and present tenses - or perhaps you need to refresh your ways. Every task is for a different level of upper-primary and includes different skills.

Don't just do projects as a pair and group work. Grammar can be gamelike, too.

c)  Stop playing foolish games and come away with me (Workshop/Talk) 
For Valentine Day we think,talk and maybe write about love.Here I have two (almost) love songs, a gap filling activity,a chat, some rhymes, mind mapping, love-related words and phrases,different level tasks.If you get overdosed with love,I apologise.Two people are not in love whey they gaze at each other but when they look in the same direction.(Exupery)

10) Marina Hadžiomerović, OŠ Medvedgrad, Zagreb

       Kontakt: marinah1960@yahoo.com
a)  Out of tune? No problem!

The title of the workshop itself should ring a bell for those using the Way to Go series (grade 7), although the same topics can be found in various other textbooks. Offering a different angle to using songs just to «take a break» from the usual classroom activities (Snapshot), the aim of this workshop is to show that songs can successfully be used as warm-up, lead-in or roundup activities for certain topics (parents : children relationship, friendship, falling in love etc.). Various activities expand and enrich the curriculum-based topics.

1. Louis Armstrong: What a Wonderful World

2. Dionne Warwick: That’s What Friends are For

3. Cat Stevens: Father and Son

4. Fairground Attraction: Perfect

5. Neil Young: Harvest Moon

6. The Beatles: Eleonor Rigby

7. Robbie Williams: Road to Mandalay

8. Avril Lavigne: Sk8erboy (=Skaterboy)

9. Whitney Houston: The Greatest Love of All

b) Groupwork with Songs 

This workshop focuses on the topic of ecology (protecting the environment, plant and animal species), one of the key topics in primary and secondary school textbooks. Following the premise that it is not always easy to find adequate songs for a certain topic, designed groupwork activities offer different ways of sensitizing the students and involving them in some apparently invisible vocabulary and grammar structures. Additional suggestions for Classwork assignment.

1. Stevie Wonder: The Secret Life of Plants   
2. America: A Horse with no Name
3. Ralph McTell: Streets of London
4. Michael Jackson: Heal the World
c)  Songs in the Key of Love

Through seven songs the eternal topic of love reveals itself from different angles. Various activities offer ideas transferrable to other songs at all levels of language competence. Or you can just relax, enjoy the beautiful tunes and lyrics, sing along and share positive energy. All we need is love!

1) Find my Love, Fairground Attraction 

2) Smooth Operator, Sade Adu 

3) Rocket Love, Stevie Wonder 

4) Caramel, Suzanne Vega 

5) And I Love Her, The Beatles 

6) Love is Stronger than Pride 

7) Time in a Bottle, Jim Croce 

Active participants can win CDs by answering some questions!

If you have any special needs or requests for certain songs or topics from any of the three offered workshops, don't hesitate to ask. All workshops can be organised from 30 minutes (choosing particular song titles) to 90 minutes. If there is a guitar nearby, we can practise our music skills together. 

11) Darija Sečen, OŠ Slunj, Slunj: Boarding schools in the UK (A closer 
                               look at Framlingham College Junior School – Brandeston 
                               Hall)

        Kontakt: darija.secen@ka.t-com.hr  ili  098 531 617 

This presentation deals with the school system in the United Kingdom, especially the boarding schools and how they work.

Boarding schools in the UK have long tradition and are higly appreciated (and expensive!) They have some of the best facilities for children and teachers as well.

Brandeston Hall holds 300 pupils. In the school year 2003/2004 it had 180 day-children and 120 boarders. Most of the boarders come from Hong Kong. School year starts in September and ends in July. All terms have 2 weeks of half term break.

School starts at 8.05 and ends at 17.00. A usual school day is completely filled with lessons and activities. Children have two 30-minute breaks (snacks) and an hour for lunch which is served in the schools’ dining hall.

Brandeston Hall is proud of it sports department and PE lessons which is a big thing in all of the UK. They teach children to be competitive and to represent their school as best they can at all ranks of school competitions in England. 

Discipline is something that really works in Brandeston Hall. Copy cards and detention is something that all the staff and the pupils respect!

If they do well in classes and in prep (homework) children are awarded pluses (one plus, double plus and a ringed plus). If not, they get minuses. At the end of autumn and summer term parents get a very detailed written report for every subject of their child. Spring term is time for parents and teachers evening.

Boarding time at Brandeston starts at 7.15 with wake up and finishes at 21.15 when the oldest children (Y8) have to turn the lights out. The only time boarders are not treated as boarders is during school time. Staff on duty (rota) and boarding masters are responsible for boarders’ acitivities and safety during boarding time.

Boarding schools are a type of schools that give children a complete and thorough education filled with various activities and possibilities helped by many trips, sports acitivities, productions, etc. This type of schooling provides a fun and fulfilled but also a hard-working experience.

12) Irena Badovinac-Tomičić, OŠ Katarine Zrinski, Krnjak: 
      Grammar through music
         Kontakt: badovinac.irena@gmail.com  ili  098 919 3429

You'll never stand alone by Whitney Houston is a beautiful song about a mother loving her child. It gives comfort and, at the same time it reminds the children how blessed they are for having loving parents. 
First, we do a matching task with some of the key words from the song.

Then, we listen to it, preferably with our eyes closed. Afterwards, students write down some words or phrases they've just heard. We talk about it for a little while and fill in a worksheet dealing with the song (the worksheet focuces on grammar and vocabulary).

During the second listening they fill in the missing words which are offered in the box. 

Other tasks follow and this is done best during a 90 minutes class. Enjoy!             

