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Attn: Compendium Project

97 Lowell Road
Concord, MA 01742

USA 
Name of product or activity (hereafter referred to as “practice”):





HUMAN VALUES - EXPLORING HUMANITARIAN LAW (HV - EHL) as a part of the National Programme for Human Rights Education








Audience(s) intended for (include ages of students, if appropriate): 


The programme was created for school children between 8 and 18 years of age, but a part of it (Exploring Humanitarian Law) was developed for children between 13 and 18.








Website of organization (if applicable):  http://www.hck.hr





Complete mailing address of organization:


Street: 14 Crvenog kriza 


City: Zagreb


Postal Code:10000


Country: Croatia





Name of organization (or collaborating organizations, if applicable):





CROATIAN RED CROSS





Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed:








Language(s) in which the practice is available:








If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:





Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination: 











Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals – such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behavior – as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)





1.





2.





3.





4.





5.





Contact person for this submission:





Name: Ljerka Cacic


Title: Head of Youth Department


E-mail:lela.cacic@hck.hr


Phone:+385 1 4655 814





Brief description of practice (maximum 100 words):


Exploring Humanitarian Law (EHL) is an educational pack about teaching humanitarian law in schools. It was developed by the International Committee of the Red Cross and it is implemented in cooperation with the ministries of education in the whole world. In Croatia is developed specific model of education for EHL through the “Human Values”(HV) from the preschool to the secondary school education as a part of HRE/EDC education. It is implemented in schools either separately during teachers’ classes, as an out-of-school activity, an optional school subject or across the curriculum, through regular school subjects. Normally, the programme consists of 35-70 hours per year (1-2 hours per week). It is also implemented in youth clubs, summer camps or in summer resorts as part of non-formal education, establishing a strong connection between schools and communities (the values acquired in schools are applied in real life).     





How does the practice address core themes related to the goals of human rights education, citizenship education and /or education for mutual respect and understanding? (maximum 50 words)


The Development of Human Values and Exploring Humanitarian Law (HV - EHL) in Croatia is under the umbrella of the National Curriculum for Human Rights (HRE) and Democratic Citizenship Education (EDC). The programme is made up of a series of explorations aimed at improving understanding of humanitarian issues related to conflict situations but peaceful times as well. It contributes to the education concerning global citizenship, human rights and development of life skills.




















Date practice initiated: The Programme on Human Values started in 1997, and the Exploring of Humanitarian Law was developed in 2002. 








Period practice carried out (If practice is still being carried out, please indicate this; if practice is no longer in use, please indicate why): 


From 2002 to 2005, the programme was in its pilot phase and was implemented only in the selected schools in Croatia. Since 2005, the programme has been integrated in school curricula as a part of National Programme for Human Rights Education. 





Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed: 


Like anywhere else in the world, the war in Croatia has also disrupted the moral foundations of the Croatian society. It has caused many psychological scars, especially among the most vulnerable population: the young people. By growing up in the war context, they saw, heard, and experienced horrible things having a negative impact on them and on the society as a whole. The war left many deep scars on the entire generation, threatening basic humanitarian values, essential for the maintenance of social stability,  compromising the hopes for a lasting peace. 


The subject of international humanitarian law is not taught in schools, very little is known to the general population so that even the mere name sounds abstract and unfamiliar. The programme seeks to influence the youth in a positive, constructive manner, encouraging them to respect and care for others. For all these reasons, the Croatian Red Cross has designed a special programme for humanitarian education in schools - Human Values. Teachers – volunteers have created a Human Values Manual to be used for the implementation of the programme.





If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:





All materials are available at http://www.hck.hr 





Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination:


In 2002, the Manual for Teachers - "Human Values" was published  in 7,000 copies, and the teacher manual - "Exploring Humanitarian Law" was published in 1,000 copies. In 2003, the "Training for Trainers" Manual was designed and distributed on CDs.    





Language(s) in which the practice is available:


The “Human Values” manual exists only in Croatian and English


 The “Exploring Humanitarian Law” manual is available in Croatian, English, French and Spain.


 





Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals - such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behaviour - as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)


1. To develop an understanding of the humanitarian perspective;  a moral voice that speaks out when human dignity is threatened. 


2. To develop social awareness, intercultural understanding, communication skills, non-violent conflict resolution, tolerance, compassion and to take the responsibility for oneself and for the community in general. 


3. To develop an understanding of the rules of an armed conflict and the complexity of maintaining the humanitarian perspective in times of war.


4. To develop a moral voice that will foster lifelong solidarity with vulnerable people. 


5. Offering young people evidence of universal standards that may help them overcome the feeling of impotence and indifference when faced with tragic world events.





Learning environments intended for (e.g., national; classroom):


The programme was developed to be used at all levels, from the national and regional to the local, both in formal and informal education. 


The teaching methods are active and interactive; experiential learning by doing.








Description of where actually used (including learning environments, cities & towns, countries, etc) and approximate number of audience members reached:


During its pilot phase, the programme was implemented in 6 Croatian counties, in 40 schools. In 2004, the training for trainers was organized for all trainers from Croatia. Since 2004, the training for teachers for Human Values - Exploring Humanitarian Law has been included in the Catalogue of Obligatory Teacher Trainings published every school year by the Education and Teacher Training Agency (ETTA). In cooperation with the ETTA, so far, 785 teachers have been trained for the Human Values and Exploring Humanitarian Law programmes. 














What evidence is there that the practice is effectively meeting its goals? (Attach evaluation results separately if available.)


After each session, students fill in evaluation questionnaires, and on the basis of the feedback, the programme was recognized as useful and vital for developing some important life skills. 


The fact that every year more and more children participate in the competitions and the National Project Showcase is the best proof that the goals have been met.








In what ways does the practice demonstrate a unique approach for addressing core themes of the Compendium? (maximum 100 words)


The connection between the schools and the community is strengthened by the theory being used in practice. The values acquired in schools are applied in real life through concrete actions. Children develop their own projects on the basis of the primary needs of the community.       





Every year, the National Red Cross Youth Competition and showcase is organized in cooperation with the Education and Teacher Training Agency, separately for primary and secondary school students. The purpose of the Competition and show is to test and show the knowledge, skulls and values of humanitarian issues. The Competition has three levels - school, regional and national. The winners at each level participate in the higher ones.   





How might the practice be adapted for use in other local and national contexts? (maximum 100 words)


It is important to have the national framework and structuralised possibilities for the inclusion of the“ Human Values-Exploring the Humanitarian Law Model of Teaching and Learning” programmes in the entire formal and non-formal education. 


In order to have citizens who respect humanitarian law in extraordinary situations, it is important to start teaching human values in early childhood.


This is the benefit of this model. We use the National Policy elements in the HRE/EDC, the National Programme for the HRE/EDC from preschool education to the end of secondary education, applying the logistics of teachers- members of the Red Cross, the system of  obligatory in-service teacher training and the system of competitions, hearings, showcases.     


The used methods are focused on students -centred learning, experiential learning, including the activities such as discussions, taking other people’s perspective, role-playing, work in small groups, brainstorming, reflective writing and dilemma analysis. 


This model is applicable in all communities and education systems.








