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Kindly complete Submission Form online at http://www.hrea.org/compendium or send via regular mail to:
HREA
Attn: Compendium Project

97 Lowell Road
Concord, MA 01742
USA 
Name of product or activity (hereafter referred to as “practice”):


Policies and curricula


National Curriculum for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship Education in Croatia





Contact person for this submission:





Name:	Nevenka Lončarić Jelačić


Title:	Senior Advisor for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship Education


E-mail: nevenka.loncaric-jelacic@azoo.hr


Phone: 385 1 3652 906





Website of organization (if applicable):





www.azoo.hr





Complete mailing address of organization:


Street:		24 Badalićeva 


City:		Zagreb


Postal Code:	10 000


Country:	Croatia





Name of organization (or collaborating organizations, if applicable):





Education and Teacher Training Agency





Period practice carried out (If practice is still being carried out, please indicate this; if practice is no longer in use, please indicate why): The preconditions for its quality introduction are continuously developing; obligatory in-service teacher trainings for active methods of teaching and learning; development of manuals for teachers and textbooks for students funded jointly by the Republic of Croatia and some NGO’s such as the Human Rights Education Associates from the Netherlands and the Center for Civic Education from  California; development of the new national competence based curriculum which are required new approach towards the teaching and learning. in entire school system. 








Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination:


The National Program was published 1999 in 2,000 copies and disseminated to all pre-school institutions and the primary and secondary schools in Croatia.





Language(s) in which the practice is available:


Croatian


English





Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination: 











If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:





Audience(s) intended for (include ages of students, if appropriate): 


Pre-school children, children of first four grades of primary school, 


children of higher classes of primary school, secondary school students, university students, adult learners











Language(s) in which the practice is available:








Learning environments intended for (e.g., national; classroom):


All levels and parts of the formal educational system, non-formal education, education of the broad public through the media.





Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals – such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behavior – as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)





1.





2.





3.





4.





5.





Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed:








If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:


The National Programme is not available in the electronic version. The New Strategy for the Development of the National Curriculum for Preschool Education, General Compulsory and Secondary School Education is available at www.mzos.hr





What evidence is there that the practice is effectively meeting its goals? (Attach evaluation results separately if available.)


Since 1999, every year we have organized national public hearings of the projects in the field of the National Programme for human rights and democratic citizenship education from pre-school to the end of secondary schools as real-live evaluation. Through the external evaluation of the Education and Teacher Training Agency advisors, teacher's comments and national hearings of evaluator's comments, some of the educational effects of the social project teaching and learning are: the experience in successful solving of  public/social problems is reflected on better learning capacities in other subjects, better communication between teachers and parents (success is a source of motivation) diminishing a destructive attitude to oneself and  to teachers and the school in general. Students stop feeling helpless.








Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed:  





It has become clear that new kinds of citizens are needed - able to contribute to the life of their community, country and the world, able to take more responsibility for the task. Students need to learn to be motivated as citizens, have the knowledge needed for dealing with changes and understand how mechanisms of democracy work. Because of these reasons, learning from the real-life content is equally important as learning the theory. It is especially important for students to become actively involved in the ongoing issues in  society. Building self-esteem and the awareness of human dignity in students is important because with time, they become the values of society as a whole.








Description of where actually used (including learning environments, cities & towns, countries, etc) and approximate number of audience members reached:


329 kindergartens in the Republic of Croatia,  825 central and 1,270 branch primary schools, 363 secondary schools, 10 higher education institutions with the elements of the EDC/HRE curriculum, 4,000 in-service trained teachers, 33 teacher coordinators of the regional democratic citizenship teacher councils and generations of students and their parents.





Brief description of practice (maximum 100 words): 


In 1996, the National Committee for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship Education engaged experts in human rights who, based on the results of the research projects entitled “Peace and Human Rights Education for Croatian Primary Schools” and “Comparative Analysis of Croatian and European School Systems”, in compliance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all the relevant international treaties and recommendations as well as national documents, drafted the National Programme. 


The Council of Europe organized a seminar with the aim to evaluate the draft of the Programme. The proposed improvements were incorporated. The Programme, as an umbrella, includes all levels of formal and non-formal education.











How does the practice address core themes related to the goals of human rights education, citizenship education and /or education for mutual respect and understanding? (maximum 50 words)


National Curriculum is a theoretical and methodological framework and ambrella for various aspects of  HRE/EDC: education for human rights, for democratic citizenship, for peace and non-violent conflict resolution,  identity and intercultural education,  exploring of humanitarian law, education for sustainable development.  It can be implemented cross-curricularly, as an optional subject, as an extracurricular activity, as real live social project solving. It must be implemented systematically, through the entire school curriculum.











Date practice initiated: 


In1999. by the decision of the Government of the Republic of Croatia





Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals - such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behavior - as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)





1. Development of student competences (knowledge, skills, attitudes) for active and responsible participation in the social life and responsibility for its democratic development.


2. Development of the knowledge concerning human rights and children’s rights and of the competence to respect and implement them.


3. Development of the basic knowledge and positive attitudes towards one’s own culture as well as other cultures.


4. Development of entrepreneurial competence.


5. Development of student competences for responsible rapport with regard to nature and environment.








In what ways does the practice demonstrate a unique approach for addressing core themes of the Compendium? (maximum 100 words)





The practice is based on a variety of creative ways of implementing the National Programme for HRE/EDC (some are given as examples of good practices) in the entire educational system as a philosophical aura connected with active methods of teaching and learning, with the tendency of changing of the student’s position - from a passive listener to an active  participant (and in the future, an active citizen), with the capacity of solving real social problems through professionally developed projects, offering students a possibility to grow up with the knowledge and skills of real citizenship and with human values.   


 











How might the practice be adapted for use in other local and national contexts? (maximum 100 words)





The model is composed of a few key elements:


National Policy Documents on EDC/HRE and the competence based school curriculum.


National Curriculum for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship Education for the entire formal and non-formal education open to new initiatives, models, projects.


Obligatory and continuous in-service teacher training with developed new models of continuous local level teachers for teachers trainings.


Developed teacher guides, student books, teaching materials.


Developed elements of qualitative evaluation (but not yet systematized quantitative evaluation).


The necessary financial resources allocated in the state budget, by NGO’s and similar sources.





This model is transferable anywhere in the world.








