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Kindly complete Submission Form online at http://www.hrea.org/compendium or send via regular mail to:
HREA
Attn: Compendium Project

97 Lowell Road
Concord, MA 01742
USA 
Name of product or activity (hereafter referred to as “practice”):


Children as guardians of nature and heritage, A Kindergarten with Croatian Identity and European Values








Contact person for this submission:





Name: Inga Seme Stojnović, Tijana Vidović


Title: senior advisers


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:inga.seme-stojnovic@azoo.hr" ��inga.seme-stojnovic@azoo.hr�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tijana.vidovic@azoo.hr" ��tijana.vidovic@azoo.hr�





Phone: 385-1-3652 830





Website of organization (if applicable):


www.azoo.hr





Complete mailing address of organization:


Street: 24  Badalićeva 


City: Zagreb


Postal Code: 10000


Country: Croatia





Name of organization (or collaborating organizations, if applicable):


Education and Teacher Training Agency





Period practice carried out (If practice is still being carried out, please indicate this; if practice is no longer in use, please indicate why):





The practice began in two kindergartens  in Zagreb and is still going on as a model. Now it is practiced  in the kindergartens in  Dubrovnik and Pula.





Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination:


A media presentation in the national TV broadcast regarding the national scientific achievements; a newspaper on Education “School Newspapers”; the national publishing company “Skolska knjiga”








Language(s) in which the practice is available: 


Croatian


English





Print run, numbers distributed via the web, or other indicator of dissemination: 











If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:





Audience(s) intended for (include ages of students, if appropriate): preschool children - 


Kindergarten Dubrovnik – in Dubrovnik


Kindergarten Pula – in Pula


Kindergarten Botinec, Šumska jagoda - Zagreb  








Language(s) in which the practice is available:








Learning environments intended for (e.g., national; classroom):


Preschool institutions in Croatia and abroad.





Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals – such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behavior – as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)





1.





2.





3.





4.





5.





Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed:








If available on the web, indicate precise URL where practice is located:





What evidence is there that the practice is effectively meeting its goals? (Attach evaluation results separately if available.)


 Parents’ feedback, official evaluation of the project done by distinguished professors in the field of preschool  education, case study, action research results


1) Didactical toys – Croatian souvenirs


2) Stories for children  about autohtonic species of plant and animal world.





Brief description (maximum 100 words) of why the practice was developed:





Children often sang a song “Our beautiful Croatia”. A project we had been developing in cooperation with the Swedish Eata research Committee made us to ask ourselves how to present ourselves, our identity. So, we developed a model “Children – guardians of nature and  heritage”, that was close to child’s understanding and easily applicable: 


For preserving of heritage 


b)  For intercultural learning about the other countries in a way suitable for children,  comparable on a principle: every country has its national heritage in music, arts, dance, science, sports.





Description of where actually used (including learning environments, cities & towns, countries, etc) and approximate number of audience members reached:


The practice began in two kindergartens in Zagreb and is still going on as a model. Now it is practiced in kindergartens in Dubrovnik and in Pula.


The National Programme for Human Rights Education – the presentation of projects in Zagreb (500 members)


A presentation of the project in Šibenik (300 principals)


A presentation in the Kindergarten for Croatian children in Austria – Vienna (50 members)


A presentation for the Croatian authorities in Zagreb


A presentation for parents (1,000).





Brief description of practice (maximum 100 words):


The basis of education in the projects of the National Programme for Human Rights Education and Human Values related to the Croatian culture that «conquered the world» in a non-violent way with art, light (Tesla), the  tie, the ball-point pen (Penkala)…Children  play in such a  way that they visually, through different things, music, work of art, playing materials, »learn by doing» about their origin. This model is applicable to any country since it is based on five aspects of development, common to all children, by using their country's cultural heritage. By playing symbolic games,  children can virtually travel to the world of music, important  people, their work, natural beauties of Italy, Austria or any other country. By its structure and content, this model is in the area of human rights and citizenship education. 





How does the practice address core themes related to the goals of human rights education, citizenship education and /or education for mutual respect and understanding? (maximum 50 words):


The right on origin: The space  in the kindergarten is arranged in 5 centers symbolizing the aspects of a child's  development: Music Centre  Dora;  Research Centre  Tesla …When learning about some other country, the centres are enriched with the  symbols of  heritage of that country  (for example:  Tesla/Einstein, Dora Pejačević/Mozart). 


The rights on personal development: Development of entrepreneurship, initiative and creativity through the examples of famous people.  

















Date practice initiated: in 2004 in  Zagreb





Specific learning goals for the practice. (Identify individual learner goals - such as those related to knowledge, attitudes/values/feelings, skills and behavior - as well as thematic goals related to learning environments such as the classroom or educational system.)





1.Children are developing love for their country’s heritage through joy in playing with the things related to the country’s identity. 


2. These things provoke children’s curiosity and a self-initiative research activity. Asking questions about it, they would “learn by doing” about the elements of the country’s cultural identity and other countries’ heritage.


3. Identification with the famous people and their achievements, developing pride and self-consciousness about the country’s heritage, respect for other people and their cultural heritage.


4. Learning about human values, building identity in a non violent way.


5. Development of entrepreneurial mentality in early childhood, materialization of ideas and making new values.





In what ways does the practice demonstrate a unique approach for addressing core themes of the Compendium? (maximum 100 words)


- A unique approach is visible in the structure of the environment in kindergartens, in didactical toys based on the national cultural and natural heritage, in human values children can experience. The same model is used for children to learn about other countries in Europe.





How might the practice be adapted for use in other local and national contexts? (maximum 100 words)


Every country can develop its own souvenir didactical toys according to the Croatian model:


Autochthonous species of animals and plants.


Stories and songs about autochthonous animals and plants.


Making of accessories for children playrooms in the kindergarten that can visually remind children of the country’s cultural heritage. All these accessories are made by children during their activities in the kindergarten. 








