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Questions  to be ask 

Why to teach about the Holocaust 
• The Holocaust was a watershed event, not only for the 20th century but also in the entire history 

of humanity. It was an unprecedented attempt to murder a whole people and to extinguish its 

culture. The Holocaust should be studied because it fundamentally challenged the foundations of 

civilization  
• Study of the Holocaust assists students in developing an understanding of the 

ramifications of prejudice, racism, antisemitism, and stereotyping in any society. It 

helps students develop an awareness of the value of diversity in a pluralistic society 

and encourages sensitivity to the positions of minorities  

 

• The Holocaust provides a context for exploring the dangers of remaining silent and indifferent in 

the face of the oppression of others  



What to teach about the 

Holocaust? 
• In general, teaching about the Holocaust should: 

• Advance knowledge about this unprecedented destruction  

• Preserve the memory of those who suffered  

• Encourage educators and students to reflect upon the moral and 
spiritual questions raised by the events of the Holocaust and as they 
apply in today's world 

• The study of the Holocaust must be examined within the context of 
European history as a whole. We encourage educators to also 
examine the local context for this history. Educators should provide 
context for the events of the Holocaust by including information 
about: 

• Anti-Semitism  

• Jewish life in Europe before the Holocaust  

• The aftermath of World War  

• The Nazi rise to power 

 

 
 



Teaching Historical facts 

• 1933-1939  

• Dictatorship in National Socialist Germany  

• Jewry in the Third Reich  

• Early stages of persecution  

• The first concentration camps  

• World response 

•  
1939-1945 

• World War II in Europe  

• Nazi racist ideologies and policies  

• "Euthanasia" program  

• Persecution and murder of Jews  

• Persecution and murder of non-Jewish victims  

• Jewish reactions to Nazi policies  

• Ghettos  

• Mobile killing squads  

• Expansion of the camp system  

• Killing centers  

• Collaboration  

• Resistance  

• Rescue 
 



Definitions of the Holocaust 

• Under the cover of the Second World War, for the sake of their "new order," the Nazis sought to 
destroy all the Jews of Europe. For the first time in history, industrial methods were used for the 
mass extermination of a whole people. Six million were murdered, including 1,500,000 children. 
This event is called the Holocaust. 

• The Nazis enslaved and murdered millions of others as well. Gypsies, people with physical and 
mental disabilities, Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, trade unionists, political opponents, prisoners of 
conscience, homosexuals, and others were killed in vast numbers. 

•Imperial War Museum, London, UK 

• The Holocaust refers to a specific genocidal event in twentieth-century history: the state-
sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of European Jewry by Nazi Germany and its 
collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews were the primary victims -6 million were murdered; 
Gypsies, the handicapped, and Poles were also targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, 
ethnic, or national reasons. Millions more, including homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, Soviet 
prisoners of war, and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi 
tyranny. 

•United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C., USA 

• The Holocaust was the murder of approximately six million Jews by the Nazis and their 
collaborators. Between the German invasion of the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941 and the 
end of the war in Europe in May 1945, Nazi Germany and its accomplices strove to murder every 
Jew under their domination. Because Nazi discrimination against the Jews began with Hitler's 
accession to power in January 1933, many historians consider this the start of the Holocaust era. 
The Jews were not the only victims of Hitler's regime, but they were the only group that the Nazis 
sought to destroy entirely. 
 
Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel 



How to teach about the Holocaust 

• There can be no single "correct" way of teaching any subject, no ideal methodology that is 

appropriate for all teachers and students. What is offered here are guidelines and advice that 

might prove useful to schoolteachers in constructing their own schemes of work, taking into 

account the learning needs of individual students  

• The Holocaust can be successfully taught to students; do not be afraid to approach this subject  

• Define the term Holocaust  

• Create a positive learning environment, with an active pedagogy and a student-centred approach  

• Individualise the history by translating statistics into personal stories  

• Use witness testimony to make this history more "real" to your students  

• A cross-curricular approach will enrich your students' understanding of the Holocaust  

• Avoid comparing the pain of any one group with that of another  
• Do not attempt to explain away the perpetrators as "inhuman monsters"  

• Distinguish between historical and contemporary events and avoid ahistorical comparisons  



What is 
the image of the Jew  
during the Holocaust? 
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How to Teach 
About the Holocaust 

Yad Vashem’s 

Educational Philosophy: 
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Introduction 

• The role of historians 

• The role of educators 

• History narrates the tale 

• Education gives it 

meaning 
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• The Jewish Victim 

 

• The Bystander 

 

• The Perpetrator 

 

• Age-Appropriate 

 

• Interdisciplinary 

 

• The Role of the Educator 

Abraham Löwin 

Stary Sambor, Poland, 1930’s 
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Six-point Pedagogical Approach 





Ester Kaminska, theater 

Roman Kramsztyk, painter 

Julian Tuwim, poet 

Arthur Rubinstein, pianist 

Bruno Szulc, painter 

Polish Jewry 
Between Two World Wars 
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Jewish life in Modernity 

Dr Edmund Winawer with his wife Dora ( nee Horowitz)  

ans their sons Karol and Stefan ( on his mother’s lap.) 



Jews in Romania 

• The testimony of a Jewish soldier in the 1877 war 

•   

• Mărturia sergentului-major Avram D. Semo, aflată în Arhivele Statului, filiala Oltenia, publicată  şi 
de ziarul « Înainte » din Craiova, în numărul din 9 mai 1967, la sărbătorirea a 90 de ani de la 
proclamarea independenţei de stat a României: 

•   

• « În anul 1877 eram sergent major în al 4-lea regiment de linie (infanterie), când sunetul goarnei, 
cea mai dulce musică ce am auzit în viaţă, m-a chemat să-mi îndeplinesc sfânta datorie către 
Patrie. Cu nespusă voie bună am alergat. Norocul m-a învrednicit să iau parte la multe lupte în 
care noi românii am ieşit peste tot învingători. Împrejurul Plevnei am luptat până am văzut-o în 
mâinile noastre, alături de vitejii şi neuitaţii mei camarazi şi subt comanda iubiţilor mei şefi: 
generalul Cerchez, colonelul Cotruţ, maiorii Telerman, S. Stoilov şi căpitanul Nicolae Cristescu. 
Răsplata împlinirii datoriei mi-a fost dată pe câmpul de glorie de însuşi Domnitorul ţării, Carol I, 
care mi-a împodobit pieptul, după căderea redutei, cu Virtutea Militară… » 

• « …Dar balaurul avea mai multe capete şi la Plevna nu zdrobisem decât unul. Ca leii ne-am luptat 
la Smârdan şi Inova, unde am cucerit redute, am luat tunuri, arme, am făcut prizonieri, ne-am 
încărcat de trofee de război şi de glorie. Altă răsplată a venit să-mi împodobească pieptul: Steaua 
României, cu spade şi gradul de Cavaler. Relicve sfinte şi nepreţuite care, alături de Crucea 
Trecerii Dunării fac şi acum să-mi clocotească sângele în vine de câte ori le simt aninate pe 
pieptul meu.» 

•   

• (fragment din « Ce s-a întâmplat cu evreii în România. Câte ceva despre masacrarea lor morală şi 
fizică » de Marius Mircu, ed. Glob – ed. Papirus, Bat Yam – Holon, Israel, 1996, pp. 37-38) 
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Life Before the Holocaust 

School Life 
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Life Before the Holocaust 

Family Life and Other Activities 



 יד  ושם
Yad Vashem 

Life Before the Holocaust 

Holidays 
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2: Changing Times in Europe 
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3: The School Law 
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The School Law 
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6: The Yellow Star 
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The Yellow Star 

…Constant humiliation… 
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The Yellow Star 

The Star of David served… 



•                     Eva Heyman was 13 years old when she started writing her diary 

•                     She was brought up in a secular bourgeoisie family in Hungary. 

•                      Eva started writing her diary in February 1944 and continued 

•                      writing until May 1944, the day she was deported to Auschwitz. 

•                       She died on October 17.1944. 

•                     March32.1944. 

•                     “ Today an order  was issued that from  now on Jews have to wear 

•                         a yellow star-shaped patch. The order tells exactly how big the  

•                      star patch  must be, and that it must be sewn on every  outer  

•                      garment, jacket or coat. When Grandma heard this, she started  up 
again, and we called the  doctor. Grandma doesn’t know yet that the telephones 
have been cut off. Until  now Agi used to speak to Budapest every evening, and 
now this is over, and I can’t even talk to Aniko and Marica anymore, they also  
take stores away from  the Jews…. Only I don’t know who will feed the children 
if the adults    aren’t allowed to work. Agi is getting thinner every day…. Now we 
see what a strong person Uncle Bela really is. He keeps comforting us all day, 
and whenever Grandma has an attack, he is the only one who can calm her 
down a bit. And boor Uncle Bela is being persecuted not only because he is a 
Jew, but also because he is a leftist.” 

•                      
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World War II 

“They Were Everywhere” 
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Daily Life in the Ghettos 



 יד  ושם
Yad Vashem 

Daily Life in the Ghettos 

From Tomorrow On, I Shall be Sad – Not Today 
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The Final Solution to the Jewish Problem 
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Deportation 

“I was Actually Going to Leave my Home…” 
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Arrival at the Camps 

Separation 



DAVID OHLER  Sondercomando 



The Pogrom in Jasi June 1941 

Testimony 

LEONARD ZAICESCU 
• The carriages were for cattle. In a carriage in which normally only around 40 people 

can fit, we were 120 to 160 people or even more. We could only stand up straight. 
There was a small window. When the carriages were sealed we once heard some 
knocking: they were fixing some beams above that small window.  
 
The train took eight hours to get to Podul Iloaei, a distance of 17 kilometres from Iasi. 
The atmosphere was stifling. Outside it was 40 degrees. I think inside it might have 
been 60 degrees, or even more. After several hours, people had begun to die, so 
there was some more free room and some of us could sit over the bodies. Otherwise, 
anyone who sat, knocked down by hunger or thirst, couldn’t get up, and he would 
suffocate there. A young architect I knew tried to open the window and was shot. 
People had simply gone crazy.  
There was a peasant from Latcani whom we knew as Tita. Defying death, she took 
out and gave us some big, sour, juicy cherries. This simple peasant from Latcani was 
a real symbol of human dignity, having no racial or religious prejudices, and indeed 
she stands for the Romanian people. I noticed that the gendarme who was standing 
nearby saw her, but turned away as if he hadn’t seen anything  



 

• The Jewish Victim 

 

• The Bystander 

 

• The Perpetrator 

 

• Age-Appropriate 

 

• Interdisciplinary 

 

• The Role of the Educator 
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Six-point Pedagogical Approach 

Vienna, Austria, 1938 



Hanau, Germany. Auction sale of properties left by Jews after their deportation. 

Bystanders 
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Perpetrators 

How was it humanly possible? 

 

•   Killing out of Ideology 

•   Following orders 

•   Group pressure 

 

 

  Education for personal responsibility 



 Facing  a perpetraror 

stady case of Adolf Eichmann 

 
And did you report what you saw to this Conference? 

  

A: At the Wannsee Conference? No, I never uttered a syllable; I was not authorized to open my mouth. No, I had no 

permission. 

  



 Adolf Eichman’s 

 testimony 

• Now in connection with the Wannsee Conference , you answered my colleague Dr. Raveh that this part of the 
meeting, which is not mentioned in the protocol, the discussion was about means of extermination. Systems of 
killing.  

• A: Yes. 

•   

• Q: Who discussed this subject? 

• A: I do not remember it in detail, Your Honor. I do not remember thecir­cumstances of this conversation. But I do 
know that these gentlemen were standing together, or sitting together, and were discussing the subject quite 
bluntly, quite differently from the language which I had to use later in the record. Dur­ing the conversation they 
minced no words about it at all. I might say further­more, Your Honor, that I would not have remembered this 
unless I had later remembered that I told myself, Look here, I told myself, even this guy Stuckart, who was known 
as one of these uncles who was a great stickler for legalities, he too uses language which is not at all in 
accordance with paragraphs of the law. This incident remained engraved in my memory and recalled the entire 
subject to my mind. 

•   

• Q: What did he say about this subject? 

•   

• A: In detail I do not­ 

•   

• Q: Not details in general, what did he say about this theme? 

•   

• A: I cannot remember it in detail, Your Honor, but they spoke about meth­ods for killing, about liquidation, about 
extermination. I was busy with my records. I had to make the preparations for taking down the minutes; I could not 
perk up my ears and listen to everything that was said. But it filtered through the small room and I caught 
fragments of this conversation. It was a small room so from time to time I heard a word or two. 

•   



 Those who dared  to rescue 

• Anton Schmid was born in Vienna in 1900. He owned a radio shop was married with one 
daughter. When the Second World War broke out he was drafted into the German army  

• He served first in Poland, and after the attack on the Soviet Union in 1941 in the newly occupied 
territories. Schmid was stationed in Vilna, and put in charge of the Versprengten-Sammelstelle – 
the army unit responsible for reassigning soldiers who had been separated from their units . 

• His headquarters were situated in the Vilna railway station, and like all the people in the area, he 
became witness to the persecution and murder of the Jews . 

• It was Schmid who used every possibility to help the Jews. He employed them as workers for his 
military unit, provided papers to some, got others released from the infamous Lukiski prison, used 
his army trucks to transfer them to less dangerous places, and went as far as to shelter Jews in 
his apartment and office. 

•  Schmid repeatedly used military vehicles to smuggle Jews from Vilna, where danger seemed to 
be greater at that time, to other places where there was relative quiet; he took members of the 
resistance movement from Vilna to Bialystok and even to Warsaw; he facilitated contact between 
the Jewish underground groups in various locations, passing messages and transferring activists.  

• As time went on, Schmid's exploits got bolder. He was warned by Tenembaum that knowledge 
about his help to the Jews had widely spread and that he was in grave danger. But Schmid 
persisted and went on helping the persecuted Jews. He was to pay for his humanity with his life. 
In the second half of January 1942 he was arrested and court-martialed for high treason. After 
being found guilty, he was executed in April 1942.  



History 

Community 

Family 

Individual 
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Age-Appropriate Pedagogy 
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Liberation 

“I Now Have a Name” 



Teaching through art 

 

 





 
David Berger in his last letter, Vilna 1941 

“…I should like someone to remember that 

there once lived a person named David 

Berger.” 

Remembering the Past, Shaping the Future  WWW.YADVASHEM.ORG 

Thank You 
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