Overview of EDC/HRE in Croatia
Formal general and vocational education
Croatian educational school system is going through reform which purpose is to exchange the whoole school process from reproductive teaching and learning towards the life-long pedagogical concept of competence based inovative and creative teaching and learnig.

After 10 years of  implementing the National curriculum for Human Rights Education (1999) in all levels of the educational system and even longer implementation of the obligated subject Politics and Economy in all types of secondary schools, with a lot of examples of good practices in the field of interactive teaching and learning methods, teacher guides and text books developed,  as well as creative teacher training methods, collected research data's, it was clear that we were ready for the next step – development of the systematic approach for a democratic citizenship education with clearly defined outcomes by the end of the school year for all students and all levels of the preschool, primary and secondary school education.

During the past decade the Education and Teacher Training Agency (public body in charge of the professional development and monitoring of the elementary and secondary education) and the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports have been developing, in cooperation with the university, non-governmental and international experts, a numerous modules and projects aimed at introducing various elements of the citizenship education in Croatian schools. 

The modules developed and implemented in the past ten years are:
• Foundations of democracy: authority, justice, responsibility, privacy 
• Project 'citizen' and entrepreneurship education

• Mediation and nonviolent conflict resolution, 
• Classroom Law and mock trials 
• Development of the identity and intercultural competence 
• Learning volunteering and development of social solidarity 
• Human Values ​​and Exploring Humanitarian Law 
• Prevention of trafficking 
• Prevention of prejudices against ethnic minorities and ethnic minorities against the majority 
• Protection and promotion of gender equality. 
• Consumer protection education

These modules and projects are based on interactive methods of teaching and learning, and have a strong local-participatory component aimed at an active collaboration of schools and their local communities. Along with the students and their teachers (who act primarily as facilitators), modules involve representatives of the local community such as parents, representatives of the local authorities or local companies, local experts in various fields, and NGO’s representatives. Together with them the students from the primary and secondary schools are exploring and resolving real life problems of the local community and implement the solutions.
During the 2010. arises the initiative for the development of the new curriculum for democratic citizenship education from different sides: from the Office for Human Rights of the Republic of Croatia, from the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, National Board for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship Education and from Non-governmental organizations coalition site. 
At the end of 2011 completed is the Draft Curriculum for Democratic Citizenship Education in primary and secondary schools. At the present present moment we are having a broad public discussion on Draft Curriculum for Democratic Citizenship (between teachers, university professionals, non-governmental representatives, parents, media representatives). 

New curriculum has to be implemented on multidimensional basis:

· as an obligated cross-curricular subject in primary schools, 

· as an obligated cross-curricular subject and modules in 6. and 7. grades of primary schools

· as an obligated cross-curricular subject, modules and optional subject in higher classes of primary schools, 

· as a cross-curricular topic and a regular separate subject in first and second classes of secondary schools,

· as different types of practical activities between schools and local communities in 3. and 4. class of secondary schools 

Higher education
The conclusion of the Rectors’ board is to include the democratic citizenship in pre-service teacher training on faculties for the future teachers which statement was confirmed by the  National board for human rights and democratic citizenship education on 25. February 2011.  

Democratic governance
Students are encouraged on a school, city, county and  national level to show their interest, to resolve problems through participating in a real school or community life with the support of teachers, parents local community authorities and national school authorities.They are legally organized through the:
Student school councils (Act on primary and secondary school education, Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, Zagreb, 2008, article 71., www.mzos.hr)
Student county councils

Student city councils

National student council of the Republic of Croatia (Ured@nvurh.skole.hr)

The Act on primary and secondary school education (2008) prescribes that parents have to be represented in the School board (the top governing body of a school) with one representative. 

The provisions of the Act on primary and secondary school education claim that parents have to be represented in the School board (the top governing body of a school) with one representative.

The same Act also stipulates (article 137) that schools must have a Parents’ council (composed of parent representatives from each class, one representative per class) as a consultative body to other school governing bodies (school head, school board).

Responsibility of the Parents' Council:

· gives its opinion on the proposed school curriculum and school’s annual work program
· discusses the Principal’s reports on implementation of the curriculum and the school’s annual work program
· considers parents’ complaints regarding the educational work of the school
· proposes measures for improvement of educational work in school
· elects its representative to School Board
· performs other duties in accordance with the Statute of the school.
School governing board is composed of teachers, teachers’ union representatives, students’ parents, representatives of the local authorities, students (participate only consultatively, without the right to vote).

According to the provisions of the Act on primary and secondary school education (article 118), the School Board:
- appoints and dismisses the principal,

- gives preliminary approval regarding employment in a school facility,

- adopts the School Statute and other School governing acts proposed by the school head,

- adopts a school curriculum, proposed by the School head and Teachers’ Council,

- adopts the annual work plan and program, proposed by the School head, and supervises its implementation,

- adopts the school’s annual financial plan and School head’s semi-annual and annual reports,

- decides on the school employees’ requests regarding the protection of their employment rights,

- advises the founder regarding the decisions related to proprietary rights,
- gives proposals and opinions to the founder and principal regarding issues relevant to the operation and safety in school facilities

-  does other jobs in accordance with the Act and School statute

Training
The initial teacher education programme does not qualified future teachers for citizenship education. However the teachers are trained through obligated in-service teacher training provided by the Education and Teacher Training Agency (ETTA) and also through the non-formal NGO’s teacher trainings programs approved by the Ministry. The competences in which teachers are trained are related to the development of their competences to become facilitators of the implementation of the curriculum for democratic citizenship education.
Role of non-governmental organisations, youth organisations and other stakeholders
In 2009 the Decision on the Establishment of the Council for Civil society Development was adopted. The logistic and administrative work for the Council was done by the Office for Cooperation with NGOs of the Republic of Croatia.

The Council for Civil Society Development is an advisory body to the Government of the Republic of Croatia acting towards developing cooperation between the Government with the civil society organisations in Croatia for the implementation of the National Strategy for Creating an Enabling Environment for Civil Society Development; the development of philanthropy, social capital, partnership relations and cross sector cooperation.

Public administration bodies and government offices are obligated to submit accurate information about their decisions on financing associations and other civil society organisations in the Republic of Croatia for the last completed fiscal year. This is done through the Office for Cooperation with NGOs. The Council can establish and appoint permanent and temporary working groups in the course of implementing its tasks. The Council reports to the Government about its work once every year.  

The Office for Cooperation with NGOs  is coordinating the work of ministries, central state offices, Croatian Government offices and state administrative organizations, as well as administrative bodies at local level in connection with monitoring and improving the cooperation with the non-governmental, non-profit sector in the Republic of Croatia.


The Office implements projects supporting civil society development that are being funded by  the European Commission programmes and stipulated by the Central Finance and Contracting Unit of the Ministry of Finance. Except for the already initiated projects form the CARDS programme and those planned by PHARE and IPA, the Office shall also be responsible for the implementation of the Community programme Europe for Citizens, which opened additional possibilities for financing of the is adopted projects by civil society organizations in Croatia from 2008 onwards.

Criteria for evaluation
The monitoring/evaluation mechanism and methods used in Croatian educational system are:
inspection, supervision, external evaluation, evaluation research.
Institutions in charge of monitoring/evaluation are:
Department for inspectorate at the Ministry of science, education and sports of the Republic of Croatia,
National Centre for external evaluations of education,
Education and Teacher Training Agency with supervisors for supervision and professional support for the teacher practice development,
Research centres – Center for research and training in human rights (www.ffzg.hr//hre-edc)

Human Rights Centre (www.human–rights.hr)

Democratic citizenship education is partially monitored and evaluated.  We are planning to develop new criteria for evaluation after the implementation of the new curriculum for democratic citizenship education.
Council of Europe support materials translated and used in Croatian educational system
· Democratic governance of schools/Demokratsko upravljanje školom (2007)
· Council of Europe Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education/Povelja Vijeća Europe o obrazovanju za demokratsko građanstvo i ljudska prava (2010)
· White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue „Living Together As Equals in Dignity/Bijela knjiga o međukulturnom dijalogu – Živimo zajedno jednaki u dostojanstvu (2011)
Pomagala za stručno usavršavanje nastavnika u obrazovanju za demokratsko građanstvo i ljudska prava

Autori: Rolf Gollob; Edward Huddleston; Peter Krapf; Maria-Helena Salema; Vedrana Spajić-Vrkaš. Uredio: Edward Huddleston 
DGIV/EDU/CIT (2004) 44rev3 
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Preporuka (2002) 12 Vijeća ministara zemljama članicama o obrazovanju za demokratsko građanstvo 
DGIV/EDU/CIT (2002) 38 
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Odgoj i Obrazovanje za Demokratsko Gradanstvo u Hravatskoj - Izvješće 
Vedrana Spajić-Vrkaš 
DGIV/EDU/CIT (2001) 45 
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Osnovni pojmovi i ključne kompetencije obrazovanja za demokratsko građanstvo 
Prof. François Audigier, Sveučiliste u Genivi, Švicarska 
DGIV/EDU/CIT (2000) 23 
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Učenje za demokratsko građanstvo u Europi 
Dr. Karlheinz Duerr, Prof. Vedrana Spajic-Vrkas, Dr. Isabel Ferreira Martins 
DECS/EDU/CIT (2000) 16 
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All-European Study on Policies for Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) 
Follow-up to the Stocktaking Research on Policies for Education for Democratic Citizenship in Southeast Europe - Country Report: Croatia Council of Europe, doc. DGIV/EDU/CIT (2001) 45 Croatia
