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DP-Camp Buchenwald
(former concentration camp near Weimar)

➢ Liberated by the American Army

➢ DP-Camp until the Soviets took over the region (Thuringia) in 
July 1945  

➢„Kibbuz Buchenwald“, first Zionist vocational training farm in 
post-war Germany. In June 1945 the ca. 80 Kibbuzniks moved 
to Geringshof near Fulda, where they organized a Hachschara 
until September 1948

➢ On May 4th, 1945, just before the war ended the first hand-
written DP-newspaper T'chiat ha-Meytim (resurrection of the 
death) was published at Buchenwald.





Buchenwald DP-Camp 1945, children waiting for 
their departure to France (Foto Bundesarchiv 
Berlin)





Michael Hofmekler, former head of 
the Kovno-Ghetto-Orchestra

The "Jewish Ex-Concentration Camp Orchestra"  This 
program was produced for a special concert for the war 
crimes prosecutors and staff on May 7, 1946, in 
Nuremberg
Credit: USHMM Collection, Gift of David N. Granat
Photograph #29735 



Klausner-List –

Starting point of the 
International Tracing 
Service – ITS later 
Bad Arolsen



The Kielce Pogrom 
July 1946



The pogrom in Kielce was 
one of the factors that led to 
a mass westward migration 
of hundreds of thousands of 
Jews who had survived the 
Holocaust - the majority of 
the refugees moved to the 
American Zone in Germany 
and Austria (led by the 
rescue operation of Brichah)



Burriing of the victims of the Kielce Pogrom, summer1946, Foto USHMM



Mourners bearing wreaths and banners grieve at the funeral of the 
Kielce pogrom victims. [USHMM,Photograph #14392]



In Poland the discussion about the pogrom started with Jan Tomasz  
Gross‘ book „Fear“, published in 2006 (the 60th anniversary of the 
pogrom)

Tomb of the Kielce pogrom victims, 
inaugurated in a renewed version in July 
2010

Memorial in Kielce 
adepted 2006 



Demografic Dates – Jewish DPs

Jan. 
1946

June 
1946

Aug. 
1946

Oct. 1946 Nov. 
1946

March 
1947

March
1948

US-Zone 36.000 141.000 146.000 124.000 106.000

Belsen-
Hohne

9000 11.139 11.139 10.867 8124

Brit. 
Zone

19.373 50.000

French
Zone

1200 1454 1202



Lang ist der 
Weg/Long is the Way

Munich 1948, premier Berlin 
1.9.1948.
In Yiddisch, German, Polish 
language. Directed by Herbert B. 
Fredersdorf and Marek Goldstein 
– shooted in the Bavaria film 
studios, produzer Eric Pommer

Israel Becker; Bettina Moissi (daughter of the 
famous German actor Alexander Moissi and 
wife of Heinz Berggruen; mother of Nicolas 
Berggruen-Investor und art collector)





Webeseite von „World-ORT“: „ORT and the Displaced Persons 
Camps“ http://dpcamps.ort.org/camps/germany/us-zone/us-zone-v/



Poster für Ausbildungsprogramme von ORT
(Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)



Ausbildung Landsberg DP-Camp



Berlin and it‘s special history of Jewish Displaced 
Persons



Foto USHMM



ORT-Kurs in Berlin-Schlachtensee



Berlin Düppel Center
(Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)



Schüler in Berlin-Schlachtensee



DPs leaving Düppel-Center



Jewish DPs from Berlin arriving at
Frankfurter-Rhein-Main-Airport



Camp Life



Feldafing DP-Camp

Photographs USHMM





DP camp chloister Indersdorf –children‘s camp/Kibbutz 
Dror – (Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)



Foto USHMM, http://resources.ushmm.org/inquery/uia_query.php/photos?hr=null&query=kw111364



Foto USHMM, http://resources.ushmm.org/inquery/uia_query.php/photos?hr=null&query=kw111364





DP camp Landsberg/Lech, 1945
(Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)









Föhrenwald



Föhrenwald 1945
Foto HIAS, heute USHMM

Das Gebäude steht 
bis heute, Bild Lisa 
Sonnabend



Föhrenwald 1953
ORT-office at the supply 
and transport branch of 
the camp

Foto USHMM



DP-Lager Föhrenwald Mitte der1950er Jahre (Stadtarchiv Geretsried)



DP-Lager Föhrenwald um 1955 (Stadtarchiv Geretsried)



Blick auf den Roosevelt-Platz, 1956.
1945 wurden die Straßen im Lager umbenannt. Der Adolf-Hitler-
Platz hieß nun Roosevelt-Platz. Nach 1956 fand eine erneute 
Umbenennung statt. Jetzt hieß der Platz „Seminarplatz“.
Quelle: Stadtarchiv Wolfratshausen



Föhrenwald: The former church became the synagogue (ca.1955)



Children in Camp Foehrenwald – Florida 
Street



ORT-course  watch maker at Föhrenwald
Foto USHMM



Jewish displaced persons learn dressmaking in the Foehrenwald Organization for Rehabilitation 
through Training (ORT) vocational school. Foehrenwald was the final displaced persons camp to close, 
functioning until 1957 as a home for Jews who had no place to go. Foehrenwald, Germany, 1953.
— United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_ph.php?MediaId=5103



Kids celebrating channuka at Föhrenwald, Foto USHMM; http:
//digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?
id=1068279
Chaia Libstug is the daughter of Isaak Libstug and Fira (Esther) Sudvarg Libstug. She was born 
in Belz, Romania on July 31, 1934. The entire family survived the war living in Tansnistria and 
the Soviet Union. In 1945 they came to the Foehrenwald where Isaak worked as the camp's JDC 
director. 

http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1068279
http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1068279
http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1068279
http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1068279


1946, Fotos 
USHMM



1948; Foto 
USHMM



First issue 12. December 1945

Archiv-Portal des Landkreises Bad-Tölz/Wolfratshausen



Auf dem Kolpingplatz, dem Zentrum der Siedlung, steht das ehemalige 
Badehaus. Es soll abgerissen und durch Neubauten ersetzt werden. Der 
Arbeitskreis wehrt sich dagegen, sie würden in dem Gebäude gerne eine 
Dokumentationsstätte einrichten.
Bild: Hartmut Pöstges

Bilder zum Artikel Süddeutsche Zeitung, 4. April 2012 „Displaced-Persons-
Lager Föhrenwald. Zwei verbogene Löffel und viele Erinnerungen“ von Lisa 
Sonnabend





Gegenstände wie Schuhe, Flaschen oder 
Nagelscheren machen das Leben im DP-Lager 
Föhrenwald greifbar.
Bild: Heimatmuseum Wolfratshausen 1. April 2012 



Bergen-Belsen
Hohne Camp



Foto USHMM, online



Nothospital im Festsaal des ehemaligen 
Offizierskasino der Wehrmacht (heute: 
„Roundhouse“ des Bergen-Hohne Camp), 1945. 
The Josef Rosensaft Collection. Yad Vashem 
Archive, Jerusalem

Website: Gedenkstätte 
Bergen-Belsen





DP hospital DP camp Bergen-Belsen (Belsen-Hohne)
(Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)



Newspaper DP camp Bergen-Belsen (Belsen-Hohne)
(Photo USHMM, Photo Archives)



Mitgliedskarte Norbert Wollheims für das „KAZET-Theater“ des DP-Camps 
Belsen, © United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (Wollheim-Nachlass), 
http://www.wollheim-memorial.
de/de/einsatz_fuer_displaced_persons_in_der_britischen_zone



Religious Life



Allegedly The only surviving 
chassidic rabbi - Rabbi Yehuda 
Yehuskiel Halberstam

He initiated religious life first  at 
DP camp Feldafing und then at 
Föhrenwald.
-Here with one of his sons

[http://antiquebooksstore.com/antique-
european-books/original-antique-
photo-klausenberg-rabbi-son-judaica/]



17. März 1946; 
Foto USHMM





Fehler: Muss heißen: Föhrenwald DP-Camp



The Hebrew letter bet, designed by Yosef Dov 
Sheinson from the A Survivors’ Haggadah. 
(Courtesy of The Jewish Publication Society)



Cover of the new printed BabylonianTalmud, Munich/Heidelberg 1948 [Talmud 
Berakhot, The Survivors Talmud, Vol. 1, Munich-Heidelberg: United States Army, 
1948.], Library of Congress, Hebraic Section



Sport



Soccer team Maccabi of the DP-Camp 
Föhrenwald, 1947. 
There were abou 80 Jewish soccer 
teams active in the Western zones of 
Germany,  playing since 1947 in two 
leagues. Maccabi Föhrenwald belonged 
to the South-League (Yiddisch: Dorem-
Lige) und gained after the first season 
the fourth place. 
Quelle: United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, Washington

[http://www.ausstellung-zwangsarbeit.
org/index.php?id=293]





Soccer teams of Landsberg and Föhrenwald DP-
camps, 1949.
Quelle: USHMM, Washington




